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The 

 

2015 Faith In Action Free Vision Clinic 

Sponsored by Garber UMC and Vision Service Plan 

Saturday, September 19 

8:00am - 5:00pm 
 

“Open my eyes so that I may see wonderful things….”  Psalm 119:18 
 

The fifth Faith In Action Free Vision Clinic is coming!!!!! We hope to serve 300 - 400 uninsured 

adults and children who need vision care, but it will take at least 40 volunteers to make it a  

success……will you help?  YOU can make a difference!!!!!   

 

 Here are a list of needs for our clinic: 
 

 Breakfast foods/lunch foods/beverages/snacks for the volunteers 

(delivered to the kitchen by 6pm on Friday, September 18). 
 

 Clipboards for exam forms—at least 30 (to borrow only). 
 

 Trained health providers to take blood pressures and blood sugars. 
 

 Laypersons to check-in patients, check-out patients, test vision, and 

help patients move from station to station.   
 

Runners to help doctors. 
 

Set-up volunteers to help from 3 - 6pm on Friday, Sept. 18. 
 

Take-down volunteers to help from 5 - 7pm on Saturday, Sept. 19. 
 

We are so blessed at Garber to have a congregation who “serves the  

underserved”.  Thank you for supporting this event!  We will be signing 

up volunteers on Sunday, August 30 during the Sunday School Kick Off 

in Morris Hall.  Please contact Beth Hicks at 637-4022 or Cathy Doty at  

514-5089 if you have any questions!!!!   

Reminder:  Join us for Worship, Food, Fellowship — all in one day! 

Labor Day Weekend, Sunday, September 6 

ONE service at 10:00am in Morris Hall 

Followed by a fun, catered picnic at Lawson Creek Park!  Fun for all ages! 

JOIN US! 
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Come worship the Lord with us! 

Now is the perfect time to join!  

 

-------------------------------CHOIRS -------------------------------- 
  

Chancel Choir -------- Thursdays @ 7:00 - 8:30pm                                                                 STARTS SEPT. 3 

Come and make a joyful noise! For college age through adult, this choir sings most Sundays for worship on 

a rotating schedule. We sing a wide range of God’s music and lead special presentations in worship with  

orchestra for Christmas and Holy Week. Always fun! 
 
 

Glory Choir (senior  adults) -------- Thursdays @ 10:30 - 11:30am                                      STARTS SEPT. 10 

Choir for senior adults (if you think you qualify, then come and join us!).  

The Glory Choir sings for Sunday worship several times each season and travels to local nursing homes.  
 

------------------------------- HANDBELLS ------------------------------ 
 

Handbells play approximately one Sunday a month and attend festivals.   

Spots are open. Never played handbells before?  That’s okay!  Contact Matt with any questions 
 

Kids Bells (3rd - 5th grade) ------- part of Recharge!                                                                STARTS SEPT. 9 

Joy Bells (6th - 12th grade) ---------- Wednesdays @ 7:10 - 8:00pm                                      STARTS SEPT. 9 

Jubilation Ringers (college – adults) -------- Thursdays @ 6:00 – 6:50pm                                STARTS SEPT. 3 
 

------------------------------- ORCHESTRA ------------------------------ 
 

Youth Orchestra (6th- 12th grade)                                                                                               Time and date TBD  

A new ensemble! Play an instrument in band at school? Whether you play clarinet, trumpet, guitar, ukulele, 

or any instrument you can think of; you can come join us! Contact Matt to get involved  
 

------------------------------- PRAISE TEAM ----------------------------- 
  

Tuesdays @ 6:00 - 8:00pm 

Have you ever wanted to join the praise team? Guitars, Drums, Keys, Vocals and more!  

This group leads worship weekly in Morris Hall.  

Contact Matt if you want to join us or need more info, new members are welcome!! 

  
Contact Matt Johnson (mjohnson@garberumc.com) or call 637-4022 to get more information.  

mailto:mjohnson@garberumc.com
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Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study 
Session 1:  Christianity and Islam — A Comparative Study 

Taught by Pastor David Banks 
September 9 - October 14 

5:30 - 7:00pm Dinner and Study 
 

We invite everyone to participate in this important study so that we might learn how to better 

discuss and understand the growing world religion of Islam — and how it differs from our own 

Christian faith.  Pastor Banks did much of his graduate studies on Comparative Religions, so 

his knowledge and expertise will be both informative and challenging! 
 

This study will be held in Morris Hall.  Dinner will be served from 5:30 - 6:00pm; the study will 

begin at 5:50 (you may continue to eat once the study begins — we just want to get plenty of 

time for study!) 
 

Sign-up forms may be obtained online or in the Narthex, Foyer, Atrium, or church office.  Please 

help us be good stewards of our food order and our space by signing up in advance!  We look  

forward to seeing everyone on Wednesday, September 9 for a great new session of learning and 

fellowship! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us Wednesday nights as we Recharge! our week. 

During the fall semester, Garber’s Kids in Christ ministry will 

offer two Recharge! sessions for our children  

3 years old through 5th grade.  

(Children must have turned 3 by August 31, 2015 to  

participate in our Recharge! program.)  

 Each session will run from 5:00 - 7:00pm.  During our  

Wednesday night programming, children will participate in Bible study,  

hands-on crafts and activities, music, and games.   
 

Session 1: Sept. 9 - Oct. 14 (6 straight weeks) 

Session 2: Nov. 4 - Dec. 16 (No Recharge! on Wed. Nov. 25 due to Thanksgiving)  
 

Registration forms can be found on our website, www.connect2garber.com  

under the Kids In Christ menu.   
 

Volunteers are always needed!  Please contact Laura Wilkins if you are  

interested in helping with our Recharge! program.   

Recharge! 
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Financial Peace University 
Classes begin on Sunday, September 20 

5:00pm 
 

Nursery provided upon request 
 

This popular Dave Ramsey study on “finances done 

God’s way” is back!  The cost of the kit is $110 (kit may 

be shared per household); 9 weeks of study. 
 

To sign-up, please call Mary Coleman at the  

church office, 637-4022 

 

Calling all Ladies . . . . 
 

The Ladies Monday Morning Bible Study will resume on Monday, Sept. 21 in Room 

215 in the Ministry Center.  We will be studying the book of James.  Please bring $7.00 

to the first class to cover the cost of the book.   

 

We welcome anyone interested in joining us!  Please call Ardele Machle (633-0871), so 

a book can be ordered for you.  See you on the 21st! 

Your Church Council, in its August meeting, began considering ways to  
develop prayer partnerships between the Garber Church family and  
educators in our community who have such a strategically formative impact 
upon our county’s young people.  We have already developed a very  
ignificant relationship with the Bangert School through our Kingswood  
Ministry.  However, there appears to be additional opportunity for intentional 
relationships and engagement. The Council invites your input on how such 
a ministry could be shaped.  Your thoughts should be directed to our  
vice-chairman, Curtis Gatlin, 631-1836. 

New Sunday School Class! 

A new Young Adult Sunday School class for those 22 - 35 years 

old (single or married) will be starting Sunday, Sept. 13.  We will 

meet at 9:30am in the Ministry Center; room 307 (third floor).   
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I didn’t want a Stephen Minister.  I didn’t think I needed one.  I am a strong person and thousands of people go 
through what I was going through every day.  It was no big deal.  At least, that’s what he said when he left.  My  
family, the most important thing in my life, was disposable.  I was disposable.  I had been rejected by the person 
that I trusted most in my life.  But I thought I was strong, and I could handle this alone…until I couldn’t.  I was       
depressed.  I was afraid; very afraid.  What if somebody found out that I’m weak?  What if the world knew that I 
had failed at the one thing that mattered to me?   What if I asked for help, and I was rejected again?   I didn’t want 
to live my life afraid.  So I took a deep breath, reached out and accepted a Stephen Minister.  
 

When I first met my Stephen Minister, I thought I was going to be cautious and hesitant to voice my fears.  I didn’t 
want to talk about my pain and insecurity. The only thing I felt like I had left was my outer strength and                 
independence.  If I let down my guard, I was sure that I would fall apart.  I didn’t expect the feeling of safety and 
support that I experienced from our very first encounter.  She and I met once a week for coffee. She didn’t have 
magic answers for me.  We talked, she listened; I cried, and we prayed.  She stayed right beside me.  She  
reminded me that I am never alone.  She showed me God’s love in small ways every time we met.  Then one day 
I noticed that I talked, she listened and I laughed.  It was not an easy journey, and it was not fast. My Stephen  
Minister would ask me questions about my accomplishments during the week, and she would point out my  
victories. Some were small steps that I didn’t think were important.  She helped me see that every  
accomplishment was taking me further down the path God planned for me.  I remembered that I am a child of 
God, and that I am wonderfully and uniquely made.  I have value.  My Stephen Minister didn’t fix me.  She wasn’t 
my counselor.  She walked beside me and made God’s love real to me when I needed it.  We still meet from time 
to time.  We enjoy coffee, talk, listen, cry sometimes, laugh, and, always, we pray. I thank God for helping me 
reach out and accept His touch through the hands of my Stephen Minister.  

Stephen Ministry 2016 Training Class Update: There will be a “Taste of 
Stephen Ministry” information session on Sunday, November 1, at 

2:00pm in Room 218 of the Ministry Center for anyone interested in   
becoming a Stephen Minister.  Inquiries can also be made to David   
Briley, Training Coordinator, at 252-772-5885, or Pastors David or     

Matthew. You are also encouraged to view their excellent website at 
www.stephenministries.org.    

Mark Your Calendars Now! 

Backpack Blessings Build 

Friday, October 2 

Saturday, October 3 

Sign ups for working shifts will begin September 20 

 

 

Help us pack bags of non-perishable foods for local school children with food insecurity in 

their homes on the weekends.  Backpack Blessings services over 500 children in the  

area schools of Craven, Jones, and Pamlico Counties. 

 

“… I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine,  

you did for me.”  Matthew 25:40 

 

For more information, please visit www.backpackblessings.com 

Because hunger doesn’t 

take the weekend off 

http://www.stephenministries.org
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MOSAIC NEWS 
 

A delicious lunch and wonderful time together was enjoyed by 24 MOSAIC members and guests on Aug. 17 at  

Carolina Grill. Thank you, Frank Court who suggested that our MOSAIC group get together in the summer.  

This has been a great first summer event and allowed us to make connections  

we might otherwise not been able to have. 
  

Upcoming events  
 

September 14, 15 and 16  Garber Annual Women’s Retreat 
 

September 25    PIG PICKING    
MOSAIC Kick Off for 2015 - 16 

5:00 - 7:00pm outside Morris Hall 

Pig cooked by our own Roy Burris with assistance from Worth Todd 

All Garber members 55 and older are invited 
 

Email Sue Webb at swebb@garberumc.com or call the church office, 637-4022, to make reservations by Sept. 15 
 

Fall Trips to put on your calendar 
 

October 6  Somerset Plantation, Creswell, NC.  We will tour plantation buildings/grounds, participate in 

   a hands-on educational craft activity and probably eat lunch at the Creswell Café. 
 

November 3 - 5  Plans are being finalized to spend the night in Winston-Salem and take the guided tour  

   of Old Salem.  
 

December 1                Rocky Hock Theater - Edenton, NC for lunch and performance of “O Night Divine”    
 

Fall Luncheon/event dates 
 

October 26 and November 23  

December 13 (MOSAIC Christmas Party) 

Stitches of Love 
 

We are looking forward to another exciting year as we move forward with our sewing mission to spread love 

and hope to women and children in crisis and need.  Last year, we added new projects and activities to  

expand our participation and mission outreach.  We make colorful pillowcases for Coastal Women’s Shelter, 

Interfaith Ministry, and Garber mission team needs.  We make patchwork squares and quilts for Promise 

Place.   We make precious pillowcase dresses for girls in Haiti and Africa.  We are now making cute stuffed 

dolls.  This summer, we sent 157 dresses and 130 dolls to Haiti and Africa with Garber members.  We make 

pretty cards with an inspirational message of God’s love 

and hope to be included with each gift.  We make seasonal 

cards for Garber seniors and shut-ins.  In 2014, we  

created and distributed 431 pillowcases, dresses, quilts, 

blankets, and patchwork squares with a message of love 

and hope to the recipients. 
 

How can you be a part?  Can you cut, press, fold, pin, 

stuff, package, decorate cardstock, or sew?  Many skills 

are needed!  We meet five times a year in Room 223 of the 

Ministry Center from 9am to noon.  Join us as we create 

and spread God’s love on Sept. 11, Nov. 13, 2015 and  

Jan. 8, Mar. 11 and May 13, 2016.  Hope to see you at 

STITCHES OF LOVE on Friday, Sept. 11!  For more info, 

contact Jan Williams (638-4076; tjw@centurylink.net) or 

Nancy Adkins (637-3695; adkins3@suddenlink.net). 
 

“Our Lord does not care so much for the importance of our works  

as for the love with which they are done.”   Teresa of Avila 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com
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Kingswood Notes. . . 
 

 Thank you Garber Church for your love for the Kingswood 
Kids as expressed by your generous outpouring of snacks, school 
supplies and bookbags for the new school year!  THANKS  to the 
Fellowship Circle for making their yearly pilgrimage to Walmart to 
purchase items so that the kids could show up on the first day of 
school with everything they need to be successful!  Your  
partnership in this ministry is essential to the day-to-day  
operations of our After School Ministry, and we are grateful! 
 

 Kingswood will be back in full swing starting on September 
16, and we will be welcoming 5 new kids into our program.  Please pray for these little ones, that they might find 
a home among us, and for all of the Kingswood Kids that they might grow in their academic success and their 
love for Jesus this year.      Ruth Powers, Kingswood Director 

Confirmation 
 

The word “confirmation” means to make strong, to strengthen, to make firm.  We use it to entitle a specific 
rite in the church wherein we seek to strengthen the spiritual stance and convictions of those being  
confirmed.  Like so many of our spiritual acts, confirmation can be consider from three sides:  the God side, 
the church side, and the adherent side. 
 

Confirmation is actually a rite acted in worship.  The church lays hands upon the adherent and prays for 
their spiritual vitality. It is associated with baptism, and it assumes the baptism of all who are to be  
confirmed.  For some, baptism and confirmation can be immediately sequential.  For others, years might 
separate two acts.  God uses the church to baptize and to confirm. 
 

The adherent in confirmation affirms the vows of his/her baptism.  In summary, the vows express  
repentance of sin and turning to God, confession of faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, and  
accountability in the church of Jesus Christ. 
 

We believe that God acts through the Holy Spirit directly in the adherent and also indirectly through the 
church.  Where there is a public profession of faith, God enabled it.  Incorporation into the body of Christ by 
baptism is a divine act. Strengthening, as confirmation seeks, is the work of 
God’s Holy Spirit through the church. 
 

The adherent professes, the church baptizes and confirms, and God unites 
the person with the body and strengthens him/her for a life in Christ and in 
service to Christ. 
 

Our Confirmation studies will begin in November 2015, and Confirmation 
will occur on the Day of Pentecost, May 15, 2016.  We invite any middle or 
high school student who is unconfirmed to participate. The first segment 
begins November 1. The second segment begins January 10.  The  
concluding segment begins March 6.  Each segment will include six  
sessions and a retreat.   
 

Confirmation seeks to strengthen what has already graciously occurred in a student’s life.  The classes seek 
to give clarity and explanation to God’s work and help in developing a lifetime of Christian formation.  Both 
David Banks and Drew Demarest can address your questions.  Sessions will meet on Sunday afternoons 
from 3:30 until 5:00. 
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God Moments in Russia – A Part of Being the Hands and Feet of Christ 
 

I was excited to be a part of the group that traveled to Russia to continue our tradition of providing 

missionary work to Russia through Garber Church this past April, 2015.  Having been a part of the 

first combined adult and high school student group the prior year, it was like going home again.  
 

As a busy physician, I must say that a part of the trip served a selfish purpose to simply spend time 

with my son, Nicholas.  Discounting this reward, the overall reward of our Garber mission trips  

always remain larger than the expense of time and duration of travel.  Traveling in tight quarters in 

a van with suitcases and supplies packed around us or on trains allows our mission team to get to 

know more about the fantastic people we have at Garber. God moments abound on a daily basis:  

interacting with disciplers and translators that serve as role models for orphaned kids to the point 

that they even take time out of their trip to the United States to visit New Bern as our recent visiting 

discipler, Vika did.  To see past directors of the orphanage greet our well seasoned team members 

serve as a reminder that we have been able to sustain our relationships.  Our youth can break down 

barriers in seconds with the Russian youth be it in a game of sports,  

singing, dancing or simply spending time together.  We do great with  

supplying new equipment like tillers for their garden, assembling  

furniture, providing for an oven to bake bread, etc...  It sometimes may  

entail seemingly meaningless duties such as stacking wood, but this  

expression of help truly carries bundles of joy that reminds them we are 

all together as Christ’s children. 
 

It is truly a God moment in itself to build bridges and break down barriers 

in an increasingly complex world to connect followers of Christ and  

accomplish the work of Christ.  Seeing that together we can work as the 

hands and feet of Christ in ways that none of us could ever do on our own!  
 

 Alex Kirby 

Hello again! With schedules becoming more routine as summer makes its way out, I just 

wanted to remind you about the Russian mission at GUMC.  Sponsorship is still a great need 

at the two orphanages we sponsor, and for just $38/month you can be a part of this wonderful 

relationship that we share. If you are interested in this, please feel free to contact me!!  
 

Mary Bennett Doty 

marybd23@gmail.com or 671-2146 

 

Dear Garber friends, 

 Thank you for letting us go to Camp Don Lee.  We had very much fun!  Our 

favorite things were sailing (Daviyah) and the dance (Davari)!  Thank you for letting 

us go because we learned all about Jesus.  We hope we can go next year! 

 Davari and Daviyah (Kingswood Kids) 

mailto:marybd23@gmail.com
tel:252.671.2146
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Heartfelt thanks to all of you for your prayers and loving thoughts while I've had so many health challenges this past year.  I had 

a good report from the surgeon when I did the follow-up appointment this week, and I'm sure that the peace and comfort I've 

had as I waited for decisions have come from the support you've given me.  Cards are precious, along with phone calls and  

visits, and they keep my spirits up when I tire easily and wonder if I'll get back to usefulness any time soon.  Sharon Risk and 

Carole Stokes have done so well with the library which helps enormously, and Sue Webb is God’s blessing to us all.   I have 

never had the honor of belonging to such a warm-hearted, giving congregation, and it has made all the difference.  Thank you 

again for demonstrating God's love to all of us.  Coleen Brock 

We are almost there!  Our goal to reduce our debt by $1,000,000 before September 20 is tingling with  
anticipation of fulfillment.  As of August 21, we only have $124,398 to go.   
 

On January 1, 2014, our debt was $4,246,932.  Garber Church assumed this debt in order build our  
Ministry Center.  While there were a myriad of ideas as to how the facility would be used, these 9 years 
have far exceeded imagination is the real impact of Christ’s Kingdom on lives.  The Ministry Center houses 
our student ministries, one of our worship services, 10 adult Sunday School classes, Bible study groups, 
fellowship activities, receptions, 12 step groups, administrative functions, Vision Clinic, Backpack  
Blessings builds, and far more in ministry.  Beginning this November, we will serve the community as a  
precinct poll for the elections.    
 

Reducing our debt is important for several reasons.  First is the improvement of cash flow.  When debt  
service requires a lower percentage of the Ministry Budget, more resources are available for the core  
ministry programs of the Church.  Reducing debt also positions us to address other capital projects  
including necessary Sanctuary maintenance.  Finally, a reduced debt situates us to imagine and envision 
new strategic ministry.   
 

As we began talking of the debt reduction campaign, several families gave prior to the start of pledging.   
129 households pledged and have completed or given toward their pledge.  Another 17 families who did 
not pledge also gave. Our monthly, budgeted debt service continued to pay the interest and reduce 
principal.  When all of this giving is added together, we have reduced the debt to $3,371,330, a reduction 
of $875,602 as of August 21.  
 

If you can help us make the goal before Sunday, September 20, we 
would be grateful for your gift as we are for every gift.  Every dollar  
reduced now saves us in addition interest.  Because of that, gifts now 
have more overall impact than those given later.  Quite a few households 
have participated at some level.  It is not too late to participate or to offer 
another gift.   
 

Thank you for your every gesture of love for Christ that translates into 
offerings for Christian ministry.  May God be praised for all that is  
accomplished! 
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I found myself deeply grieved again this week as I read of the overt  
persecution of Christianity by Islamic State (ISIS).  This week, they  
published video and pictures of the demolition of a monastery.  Since 400 
A.D., give or take, an Assyrian Catholic Church has met inside the walls of 
the Saint Elian Monastery near the town of Qaryatain, Syria.  Now their  
ancient building is destroyed, the congregation is egregiously oppressed. 
The bones of those buried there in the hope of the resurrection, desecrated. 
 
Maybe it’s my age, but this current season of persecution is evoking  

something in me I have not experienced before.  The Soviets hid their persecution as did the  
communist Chinese and others.  Not so ISIS.  ISIS celebrates its evil.  When 60 Christians are  
beheaded, they take pictures and video, and then release it over the internet.  Similarly, the destruction 
of St. Elian Monastery was broadcast as a celebration of their brutal evil and a triumph of their religion. 
 
Tertullian who lived in the early centuries of Christianity wrote what is titled Apologia. In that document 
he coined a phrase that we do well to remember.  “The blood of the martyrs is seed.”  Sometimes you 
will hear it quoted, “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.”  The statement is hopeful as it 
reminds us that every witness (Greek word for witness is martyr) has an impact.  It is hopeful as we are 
reminded that real event in Syria and Iraq may not be evil prevailing, but evil “overplaying its hand.”  
The seeds of a great, Christian revival are being sown. 
 
In my adult life, on many occasions, I have heard persons speak of the 10-40 Window.  This is  
geographic description of the least Christian area of the Globe.  Included in this window between the 
10

th
 and 40

th
 parallels is Syria and Iraq.  When referring to the 10-40 Window, many speakers urge 

prayer for a new opportunity for the Gospel.  It is possible that what ISIS intends for evil can be used 
by God for good.  It is possible that faithfulness under persecution will provide an authentic, compelling 
witness for Christ.  It is possible that there will be a witness to Christ in those lands long after ISIS is 
gone.  Let us pray for God’s victory and for the endurance of our Christian brothers and sisters.  

Another Reminder:   
 

Join us for Worship, Food, Fellowship — all in one day! 

Labor Day Weekend, Sunday, September 6 

ONE service at 10:00am in Morris Hall 

Followed by a fun, catered picnic at Lawson Creek Park!  

 Fun for all ages! 

JOIN US! 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

A Voice for Children. . . 

An Evening with Paul Saik 
 

Please join us for an exciting evening!  Backpack Blessings is proud to announce that 
Paul Saik, Director of Music Ministries at Centenary UMC will be performing a  
concert benefitting Backpack Blessings, Inc.!  The concert will be Sunday, September 
27 at 5:00pm at Centenary UMC in downtown New Bern. 
 

Paul Saik has been playing piano and singing since age 3 and began his musical career 
at age 13 when he became a church pianist in the First Baptist Church in Pearl, 
Mississippi!  Since then, he has run the gamut of musical experiences, including  
performing with opera companies throughout the US, and appearing with various 
symphonies all over the country.  In the last few years, Paul has been called back to 

his first love, sacred music and is armed with a passion for music and a desire to reach others with the powerful 
message of Christ’s love.   
 

We are blessed that Paul so willingly shares his gifts with this community and look forward to a great evening. 
You will hear everything from opera to gospel, Broadway to romance in this great evening of organ, piano, and 
vocal solos. 
 

You will not want to miss this!  Tickets are $15.00 each and proceeds benefit Backpack Blessings, Inc. in their  
efforts to fight childhood hunger in our area.  Tickets are available in the Garber office!  Get yours early!  We 
expect them to go fast!  For more information, call Ruth Powers or Beth Hicks at 637-4022.  

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 


